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A word from the manager……





Since our last newsletter it has been a very busy time at Little Stars.


Ofsted arrived unannounced for our inspection visit. The rain was coming down fast, new children were starting and we had the added bonus of the inspector being accompanied by a trainee! It was certainly a busy day and at the end of it we were delighted with the outcome. Ofsted graded us as ‘Good’. This was the best we could have achieved having only been open for eight months. The full report is available to view on the Ofsted website. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ofsted.gov.uk" \o "blocked::http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/" �www.ofsted.gov.uk� 


We held our official open day on Saturday 7th June, after a rainy start to the morning the sun came out and families were











able to enjoy a range of activities indoors and outdoors including face painting, glitter tattoos icing biscuits, parachute play, story time and action songs.  In addition to this, Rita, our chef had prepared a lovely spread of food and we also had a visit from Councillor Meena Bond the Mayor of Richmond.  Photos can be viewed on our website and inside the nursery..


Humera Farooq left Little Stars Day Nursery on the 10th July to pursue new ventures and we wish her all the best of luck in the future.


We would like to thank all parents for contributing Sainsbury’s active kids vouchers, we managed to collect 863 vouchers and we are currently waiting on delivery of new resources for outdoors.  I 











would also like to thank you for your kind donations of clothes, this has really helped us build a reserve of spare clothing.


On behalf of the finance officer I would like to thank those of you who have amended payment & voucher dates as requested.


Looking ahead now and our next adventure will be planning an outing throughout the summer.  This will be a local outing to Crane Park where we will enjoy a picnic.  Don’t worry if your child does not attend on the day the outing takes place, you are most welcome to come along with your child and join us in Crane Park, more details will follow.





Martina

















The Early Years Foundation Stage– Personal, Social and Emotional Development











Personal, Social and Emotional Development is one of the prime areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage.  There are 3 aspects for this area of development.


One aspect of this area looks at how children form relationships with other children and adults, how they engage and interact.


Self confidence and self awareness is another aspect.  This looks at how children separate from their main carers, how they feel secure, valued, showing confidence to explore and learn.


The final aspect is managing feelings and behaviour.  This focuses on how a child manages and expresses their feelings appropriately, respect others feelings and how they follow boundaries.


At Little Stars we observe each child’s progress in this area and plan activities that will help develop their skills further.  If you have any concerns about your child’s development please come and see me.

















**Notice**





Under no circumstances should you park on EITHER drive at the front of the nursery, there is free parking around the corner in Ellerman Avenue.





In the future I will be asking you to remove your car from the drives before you are permitted entry to the nursery.





Thank you in advance for your cooperation.
























































Monitoring your child’s development





At Little Stars every child is assigned a keyworker.  Your child will interact with all adults in the nursery, but their keyworker will be the person who holds a special interest in them.


They play an important role in settling your child into the nursery, they regularly observe your child and also feed back to you at parents evening or through reports.


The keyworker creates and maintains a learning journey for each child—this is a folder containing all your child’s observations, photographs and examples of their work.


Between the age of 2 and 3 the


keyworker will complete the 2 year progress check.  This is a short report about your child’s progress in the 3 prime areas of development.  A meeting will be arranged with your keyworker to share information.  The 2 year progress check is a requirement of the EYFS and helps identify any areas a child may need support.


Before your child leaves for school the keyworker will complete a foundation stage transfer summary.  This summary will be passed onto the child’s next setting and it focuses on all 7 areas of the EYFS.


Every six months you will have the opportunity to meet your child’s keyworker at the parents consultation evening.  You will be able to discuss how your child is developing at nursery and at home.  You will also be able to view their learning journey.


Monitoring children closely can occasionally result in us identifying concerns about an area/areas of development.  In this instance we would invite you for an informal meeting to share information.


With your consent we would make a referral for external support with you fully involved in the process.  It is proven that if early identification and intervention is in place the child will respond and are more likely to catch up with their peers. 











Do dummies affect speech?





Dummies are used worldwide to pacify and comfort young children.


Advantages include comforting an unsettled child and support sucking development in young children especially premature babies.Disadvantages include frequent stomach, mouth, ear and dental problems.


If a child has a dummy in their mouth they are less likely to experiment with speech.  In the long term certain sounds children make become distorted for example ‘sun’ may sound like ‘thun’ due to the dummy causing forward/backward movement of the tongue.


At the age of 1 you should be weaning them off their dummy:


Keep the dummy out of sight


Restrict the use of dummy to certain times


Swap the dummy for another comforter


Be consistent


When a child starts at Little Stars they are reliant on their dummy.  Once the child settles we ask them to put it in the home box, this encourages them to communicate freely with adults and their peers.

















Children’s Centres





A fun and friendly space where children are able to learn, develop through stay and play sessions and  targeted group sessions.  Parents/carers are able to meet others and access a range of services that can help with any concerns you may have about your child.   They hold links with job centre plus and can provide you with advice on a range of subjects.  If you live in Richmond please visit the following link:


http://www.richmond.gov.uk/home/services/children_and_family_care/childrens_centres.htm


Alternatively call: 020 8831 6298


If you live in Hounslow visit: http://www.hounslow.gov.uk/childrenscentres


Alternatively call 020 8583 2000


Registration forms can be found in the porch area of the nursery.





  











