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Welcome to our Makaton information pack. Within
the nursery we are using a few basic Makaton signs
with the children in addition to speech to aid
communication. We hope this information pack is a
helpful tool to use with your child at home and if any
of you learn any new signs in addition please share
them with us.

Thank you.
                   Amy



What is Makaton?
Makaton is a unique language programme which may be used as:
Ø A systematic multi-modal approach for the teaching of

§ Communication skills
§ Language skills and
§ Literacy skills

Ø A source of highly functional vocabulary for
§ The person with communication needs
§ Their interactive partners

( www.makaton.org)

Our aims and the benefits of using Makaton

§ For basic communication
§ To help understanding
§ To develop language skills
§ To assist social interaction
§ To help build relationships
§ To increase equal opportunities
§ Promotes independence
§ Boosts confidence and self-esteem
§ Encourages spoken word
§ Eases pre-spoken vocabulary frustrations
§ Promotes quality interaction time
§ Improves listening skills

Things to remember when signing

§ Speak normally
§ Emphasize only the key words
§ Maintain eye contact
§ Do not sign to fast
§ Using hand over hand to assist the child can help them to feel the sign.


































